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7 Discussion and Future Work

We started with the following question left from previous cognitive science re-
search (Elman, 1993; Rohde & Plaut, 1999): can machine learning algorithms
benefit from a curriculum strategy? Our experimental results in many different
settings bring evidence towards a positive answer to that question. It is plausi-
ble that some curriculum strategies work better than others, that some are actually
useless for some tasks (as in Rohde and Plaut (1999)), and that better results could
be obtained on our data sets with more appropriate curriculum strategies. After

all, the art of teaching is difficult and humans do not agree among themselves
about the order in which concepts should be introduced to pupils.
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