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Gender and Family in Contemporary China
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Conclusion

Both gender relations and family forms have undergone tremendous changes in the past decades in China. Researchers of
contemporary China have shown that women’s socioeconomic status has greatly improved and indeed reached parity with that of
men by some indicators, although women remain disadvantaged relative to men in terms of labor income, positions of authority, and
housework. Marriage behaviors in China have trended increasingly towards patterns observed in the West, such as later marriage,
more cohabitation, and more divorce. Despite these social changes, a high proportion of extended families with elderly parents
living with their sons remains a distinct characteristic of the Chinese family today. Another pattern peculiar to Chinese marriages is
social hypergamy, which remains in effect despite a significant improvement in women’s socioeconomic status. The cultural
expectation of hypergamy, coupled with rising consumption aspirations and fast increases in housing prices in many parts of China,
exerts intense economic pressure on young men contemplating marriage. This pressure leads to a marriage squeeze for two
demographic groups: low-status men and high-status women, who may find it increasingly difficult to fulfill their desires for

marriage.
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