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The Fiftieth Anniversary of the Freedom of Information Act:

How it Measures up Against International Standards

and Other Laws
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CONCLUSIONS

As the third country in the world to adopt a law giving individuals a
right to access information held by public bodies, or the right to infor-
mation, the United States was, by definition, a global leader in this
area. As it celebrates the fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of this
groundbreaking legislation, the United States can look back proudly on
the leading role it has played globally in terms of putting in place RTI
legislation.

In terms of the quality of the FOIA, however, according to the RTI
Rating, the leading global methodology for assessing the legal frame-
work for the right to information, the United States sits at an unre-
markable fifty-first position globally out of 103 countries.
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