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ABC transporters involved in the transport of plant secondary

metabolites
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6.Conclusions

The large number of ABC transporter genes in Arabidopsis and the
involvement of mammalian ABC transporters in the ef-flux of plant-
derived products, led to the hypothesis that plant ABC transporters
largely contribute to membrane transport of endogenous secondary
metabolites in the plant body. However, there are still only limited
examples of transport studies on sec-ondary metabolites in plant cells to
date. One reason is that Ara-bidopsis is a model plant suitable for genetics
while it is not absolutely ideal for secondary metabolite studies, because
phy-tochemical analysis of this plant has been still very limited and the
amount of those natural products in Arabidopsis is usually low. More
active phytochemical analyses in Arabidopsis is ex-pected, and also other
plant model systems appropriate for sec-ondary metabolism research will
provide important information for those transport mechanism in plants.
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