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International Volunteer Tourism:

One Mechanism for Development
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The Way Forward

One of the essential areas of focus in this genre of tourism has been community
based projects for volunteers to participate in. Careful analysis, organisation and
planning can help to enhance the positive aspects of tourism development and alle-
viate the negative. Because each community is unique, each must make its decision
based upon local circumstances. That is, what has worked in one community may
not apply in another.

There is a growing awareness within small communities of the benefits to be de-
rived from developing tourism as part of their economies. Often this awareness
comes on the heels of the declining traditional local industry such as agriculture
or manufacturing. To be a truly successful part of a community’s economy, tourism
must be sustainable, even if only on a seasonal basis. To be sustainable, it must be
properly planned and managed to ensure a continuing high quality experience for
the visitor. Not every community is suited for tourism development nor is tourism
suitable for every community but volunteer tourism offers a means to support com-
munity based projects without having to enter into the infrastructure required for
more mainstream tourism.
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