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Limitations and future research
The study utilised an 18-24-year-old university student convenience sample in 
the southeast USA. This poses potential limitations with respect to the 
representativeness of the sample and the generalisability of the findings, since 
university students’ information sharing orientations may not reflect those of the 
general population. Future studies with other groups of SNS users such as non-
student samples across different regions can be conducted to see if this model holds 
true for other populations of SNS users.

Another limitation of our study is the skewed gender distribution of the sample. 
Our female-skewed sample might influence the results although we controlled 
gender for sharing activities. We also used self-report measures for the 
frequency of sharing activities. Future research may need to employ actual sharing 
data on SNSs to validate our findings. Despite the limitations of the study, our 
findings do extend the body of work on information sharing in the examination of 
the relationship between personal factors, environmental factors and information 
sharing behaviour on SNSs.
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