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Internet diffusion and regime type: Temporal patterns in

technology adoption

L deg3

JoB 00 4oz 5 Alis degd Gy ddblos dam 5 3] ied 50 LB ol

aiz e Ol i oKy 5



http://iranarze.ir/internet+diffusion+regime+temporal+patterns+technology+adoption

N JTd UlJ__ll

539-L1> (sLaUls olSiig 43

6. Conclusion

Whether the political system of a country is democratic or authoritarian leaves considerable marks in

patterns of Internet diffusion. However, the picture is more complex than simplified “liberation
technology” perspectives assume, which emphasize the democratizing potential of digital technologies.

Democracies have had a temporary advantage in Internet diffusion thanks to their superior innovation
capacities, but the preferences of autocratic rulers changed with the increasing economic value of digital
technologies. Empirically, the article reveals similar levels of Internet diffusion in autocracies since 2013,
all else being equal, and the best performance in monarchies which even outperform democracies.
Theoretically, the study challenges long-held assumptions regarding the role of digital technologies in
non-democratic contexts. Authoritarian regimes do not generally prohibit the use of digital technologies,
but rather employ multidimensional ICT policies consistent with the political preferences of ruling elites.
Therefore, in order to get to a holistic understanding of telecommunications policies outside Western
democracies, the empirical literature, which has so far mostly focused on infrastructural aspects, needs to
also consider state policies shaping the production and dissemination of (political) contents on the web
(Greitens, 2013; Stier, 2016).
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