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Role of the River Danube in the Spatial Development of

Central- and South-East Europe
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Summary

The Danube-basin went through a unique devel-
opmental path in the more than one and a half
millennia since the antiquity. Except the centu-ries
between the establishment of the Hungarian Kingdom
and the Turkish thraldom, the external centres of
power: Rome, Byzantium, Moscow or the German
sphere of influence have considered this area as one
of the most important regions of their empires’
extension. Intraregional middle or great powers were
not, or only partially were able to extend their
influence on the whole Danube-basin. When the
great powers had an expansion activity perpendicular
to the region - as it was the case with Rome and
Moscow -, then it led to the reinforcement of the
border function, that of the buffer zone role. On the
contrary, if direction of the expansion of great powers
was parallel to the river - as in case of the Byzantium
and that of the western power centre -, rather the
corridor char-acter of the river became dominant
that was re-flected in the field of culture, innovation,
econom-ic relations and that of trade. Summarily we
can conclude that the role of the Danube in the evo-
lution of the spatial structure is not dominant, it only
becomes strong in certain eras and region-ally.
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