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Reflections on preparing electronic health record data

for clinical research
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Reflections on the use of EHRs for clinical research

Although this article focuses on our use of a homegrown EHR, WebClS, for conducting
clinical research, our findings are generalizable to clinical research using any type of EHR. In
this section, we provide a summary of the specific challenges we faced when using WebClIS,
how we overcame these problems, and how our challenges are relevant to others using
EHR data for clinical research. In particular, we discuss how the fragmentation of health-
care in the US limits our ability to understand the entirety of the patient’s problems using
EHR data, with a primary focus on diabetes care.
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