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CONCLUSION

In summary, lncRNAs play integral roles in the control of 
cellular growth, division and differentiation. The 
perturbation of lncRNA expression can contribute to the 
development and progression of cancer. While a large 
proportion of cancer susceptibility is heritable, the 
underlying genetic components are largely unknown. Here 
we posit that a large proportion of the cancer risk may be 
explained by lncRNAs transcribed from cancer-associated 
loci. These RNAs exact functions through a diverse range of 
mechan-isms. Characterisation of these lncRNA genes and 
their modes of action will allow their use for improved 
cancer diagnosis, monitoring of progression and targeted 
therapies.
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