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Summary and future prospects

More than 100 years have elapsed since the discovery of secretin by Bayliss and Starling. 
Substantial accomplish-ments in secretin research have been made with respect to 
purification, structure determination, establishment of hormonal status, cloning of secretin 
and its receptor, and neural and hormonal regulation of its release and action during the 
past 10 decades. Although not men-tioned in this article, a considerable amount of knowl-
edge pertaining to the cellular action mechanism of secretin has also been acquired. It is 
hoped that future studies will focus on identification of neural pathways through which the 
vagus nerve and pancreatic neurons participate in regulation of release and/or action of 
secretin, particularly with respect to the key neurotransmitter(s) and/or neuropeptide(s) 
involved and their point of action in the neural pathways. 
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