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A continuum of governance regimes: A new perspective on co-

management in irrigation systems
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5. Conclusion

In line with Meinzen-Dick (2014), who also points out that
appropriateness and performance of governance institutions
depends on the particular local conditions, we were interested
in testing whether appropriateness, represented by different
specifications of co-management, affects performance. For this
purpose, we explored performance differences between groups of
governance regimes via three different classifications (Lam’s
classification, Lam’s plus an intervention variable classification,
and a 7-variable index-based classification).

We have shown in this paper that it can be valuable to provide
a finely tuned classification of property regimes. They represent a
continuum ranging from farmer-managed to state-managed

systems. Particularly hybrid cases — co-management regimes —
show alarge variety if their classificationis based on abroader list of
variables.
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