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Brainimaging in muliple sclerosis
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Limitations

In virtually all patients with clinically well-established MS, MR| scans demonstrate the
corresponding changes. False-negative findings occur more frequently in patients with early MS
and a minimal clinical history of neurclogic impairment than in other patients,

O'Rierdan et al prospectively found that in 3 of 27 patients with normal MRI findings, MS

subsequently developed. 2] However, the patients with normal MR findings all developed lesions
detectable on MR| scans when the disease became established, Similarly, as patients are followed
for longer periods, the rate of false-positive findings decreases, because in many patients with
abnormal MR/ findings after a single neurologic event, the clinical criteria for MS eventually
develop.
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