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Immunohistochemistry Versus Immunofluoresence

In The Diagnosis Of Autoimmune Blistering Diseases
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Discussion

DIF and IIF have been classically used for the diagnostic of ABDs; the
salt split skin IIF technique was also developed to help to differentiate
ABDs. IIF has been the gold standard to determine autoantibody titers that
correlate with disease severity, further validated by ELISA testing [1-5].
DIF and IIF of the skin detect several autofluorescence molecules,
including molecules in the extracellular matrix, blood vessels, and pigments
like lipofucsin, melanin, collagen, indolamine, tryptophan, tyrosine,
pyridoxine, folic acid, retinol, collagen, cholecalciferol, riboflavin and
NAD(P)H [12]. The majority of these molecules fluoresce in the same UV
range as FITC. In contradistinction, IHC techniques often recognize well
established internal positive control staining patterns on recognized
anatomic structures.
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