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Prevalence of early childhood caries and enamel defects in

four and five-year old Qatari preschool children
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Conclusion

The overall prevalence of dental caries in this sample of
preschool Qatari children was 89 %; ECC and s-ECC
comprised 15.6 % and 73.6 %, respectively. Enamel de-
fects were predominantly demarcated opacities (27 %),
with other lesions including diffuse opacities and hypo-
plasia affecting 12 % of children. The proportion of
males and females affected by dental caries and DDE
were similar with no statistical significant difference. An
early intervention program is urgently needed to help
control ECC and other dental defects in Qatar.
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