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Abattoir study of radiographic changes of bones and joints of

digital region in cattle with abnormal claws
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Discussion

In this study an attempt was made to differentiate both types of bone infection: osteitis
and osteomyelitis. Prognosis and treatment of osteitis (periosteitis) and osteomyelitis are
different and it is important to make a distinction between them. The best way to diagnosis
these lesions is radiography. Soft tissue calcification is a common radiographic finding
of ligament and tendon insertions in old cattle. In this study it was observed only in the
cruciate ligaments of the first phalanx, while this lesion commonly occurs in the deep
digital flexor tendon insertion and common digital extensor tendon insertion on the third
phalanx (BARGHAI and PHARR, 1989). The best radiographic position for evaluation of
crutiate ligament calcification is the dorsopalmar or dorsoplantar view (BARGHAI and
PHARR, 1989).
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