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Essential oil and aromatic plants as feed additives in

non-ruminant nutrition: a review
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Conclusions

The search for alternatives to antibiotics has generated
considerable interest in recent years. The new gener-
ation of feed additives includes herbs and essential oils,
and their beneficial effects for animal production have
been well documented [2].

Although most of the latest research has noted the
major components and original sources of EOs in vivo
trials, only a few papers have identified the quantity of
the principle components present. In addition, Brenes
and Roura [41] argued that minor components present
are critical to the activity of EOs and may have a syner-
gistic influence. Sometimes the minor components may
counteract the exerted effects. Therefore, in the future,
the detailed constituents of EOs are needed to be deter-
mined in order to assess their different biological effects.
In this way, it may be possible to compare different EO
products and formulate mixtures that optimize their
efficacy.
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