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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Body weight and femoral degeneration incidence
(FD) results of the studied broilers are shown in Table II.
Body weight was not influenced by treatment, but it was
different among the evaluated ages. The first gross FD lesions
were observed at 28 days of age, and treatments affected its
severity. At 28 days of age, the traditional diet promoted
higher FD score, whereas the enriched diet resulted in higher
FD score at 35 days of age, and no difference between
treatments was observed at 42 days of age. These results are
not consisted with the findings of Gonzales & Mendonça Jr.
(2006), who reported that metabolic diseases, including FD,
can be induced by high density diets during the entire lifetime
of broilers.
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