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Aquaculture and Food Security in Iraq
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Research needs

Aquaculture research needs vary with development priorities and constraints at the country level, but
key research targets in many countries of the region include: Sustainable intensification of production
from existing freshwater pond farms, development of culturebased fisheries, including the evaluation
of the potential for development and selection of species, development of viable models for integrated
aquaculture-agriculture systems, including the development of low-input polyculture systems,
development of management strategies to reduce the use of water in pond fish farming, development
of aqua feeds from locally available ingredients (at the national or farm level) and improvement of
feeding strategies, seed production and improvement of the genetic quality of brood stock,
optimization of production economies and market analysis, diversification of species for marine
aquaculture6.
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