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The environmental consequences of adopting conservation

tillage in Europe: reviewing the evidence
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5. Conclusions

There is considerable evidence, predominantly from
outside Europe that CT can provide a wide range of
benefits to the environment and wildlife, some of these
being similar to that provided by set-aside. The re-
forms of the Common Agricultural Policy (Agenda
2000) from compulsory to voluntary set-aside may re-
sult in a decline of this valuable habitat. CT has the
potential to provide some of the benefits while also
allowing farmers to continue cropping, but most will
be achieved it CT is part of an integrated approach to
crop management (Hinkle, 1983; Holland, 2002). In
addition, by preserving soil and maintaining it in op-
timum condition crop yields are sustained thereby re-

ducing the need to convert remaining natural habitats
to agriculture.
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