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Impact of the 2004 Sumatran tsunami on the diversity of

intertidal brachyuran assemblages of Maavah, Laamu Atoll, Maldives
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5 Conclusion

The December 2004 tsunami affected the species composition, abundance, evenness and
diversity of the brachyuran assemblages of most of the sites. Species composition of the
sites was altered by the appearance of nine previously unrecorded species of crabs and loss
of nine species from the habitats after the tsunami. Abundance, evenness and diversity
were found to be decreased because of the effect of the tsunami in many sites. Although
faunal dissimilarities were conspicuous between pre- and post-tsunami periods, the roles of
species recorded after the tsunami in contributing to these dissimilarities were prominent
only in small species-rich sites (sites 3 and 4) and the role of dominant species in

contributing to faunal dissimilarities between pre- and post-brachyuran fauna is not
prominent in general in all the study sites.
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