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Palliative Care and Human Rights: A Decade of Evolution

in Standards
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Conclusion

In this way, the last decade has seen an important strengthening of human rights standards in
relation to palliative care. This has been most notable in the context of the right to health,
freedom from torture and ill treatment, and the rights of older persons. Particularly
groundbreaking were the WMA resolution on palliative care, Special Rapporteur on Torture’s
report on torture in health care settings, and an Inter-American convention that explicitly
recognizes a human right to palliative care. However, more work is needed in the context of the
rights of children, and treaty bodies are still not consistently addressing state obligations in the

sphere of palliative care.
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