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Summary and conclusions

The paper has built a composite index on GMO regulatory
restrictiveness for 60 countries, considering six regulatory catego-
ries, namely, approval process, risk assessment, labelling, traceabil-
ity, coexistence and international agreements. This index provides
an overview of the different GMO regulatory regimes around the
world. We confirm a significant polarization between GMO adopt-
ers and non-adopters countries, led by the United States on the one
side and the European Union on the other. Most of the developed
and the importing countries of agri-food products tend to adopt
restrictive GMO regulations, but in developing countries less
restrictive requirements are more likely to be adopted, the excep-
tion being developing countries aiming to access rich markets.
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