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ideologies of sexual inequality and strategies for change in

male-female relations
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The mapping of these differences encourages reappraisals of various sorts. At one level,
the data here presented stand as a call for more careful ethnography, particularly with
respect to ideological systems. They also call to mind the need for a more sensitive analysis
of ideology’s behavioral linkages. At yet another level, these data underscore the need for
Westerners to reexamine their models for change. Non-Westerners, men and women, often
assert that they cannot and do not want to be locked into a Western-style program for sex-
ual equality (for example, Mernissi 1975). These protestations are frequently with good
cause, as has been seen. It might be added that the relevance of that stance extends to the
planning of egalitarian reform movements generally.
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