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Grounded Theory Research: Procedures, Canons, and

Evaluative Criteria
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CONCLUSION

Two last comments about evaluative criteria may be useful. First, the
criteria should not be regarded as hard and fast evaluative rules, either for re-
searchers or for readers who are judging the publications of others. They are
intended as guidelines. New areas of investigation may require that procedures
and evaluative criteria be modified to fit the circumstances of the research.
Imaginative researchers who are wrestling with unusual or creative use of
materials will, at times, depart somewhat from “authoritative” guidelines for
procedures. Having said this, we strongly urge grounded theory investigators
to adhere to its major criteria unless there are exceptional reasons for not doing
s0. In such unusual cases, researchers should know precisely how and why
they depart from the criteria, say so in their writing, and submit the credibility
of their findings to the reader.
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