o \Ye JT< CJIJ—.'I

53515 sLaULS o8 g 9

85,87 45 (lie Cakal 31 Olisads) Jguas 5o 6y9ld i

s Alie LSSl Glgie

The Role of Technology in Ensuring Adequate Food Security

in Africa
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Conclusion

The article discussed some technologies that could
be applied in African agriculture based on need and
priorities in order to ensure a food secure continent.
Four major technologies were discussed, namely
mechanical technology including tractorization,

draft animal power, irrigation and post-harvest
technology; biological and biochemical technology;
biotechnology and nanotechnology; and indigenous
technology and knowledge systems.

A combination and good mixes of all the four
types of technologies is needed to ensure adequate
food security in Africa. However, in order for the
continent to benefit from these technologies, a
number of actions will be required. First and fore-
most is the need to invest in educational and
extension programmes in order to enhance the
absorptive capacities of farmers. Second, there is a
need for strong and effective legislation to protect
against the potential adverse entailments of some
technologies. Third, there is a need for predictable
and stable incentives necessary for the uptake of
technologies by the farmers. Fourth, there is a need
to systematize and make available the best lessons
from the persistence with indigenous technologies. 68 aoneid
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