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Discussion 

Despite China’s emphasis on increasing women’s political participation and 

representation, the international ranking of female deputies in the People’s Congress decreased 

from 12
th

 in 1994 to 42
nd

 in 2005 and further to 52
nd

 in 2012. This does not necessarily suggest

that women’s political participation has been declining, nor that the percentage of female 

representatives in the NPCC has decreased, but it does suggest that the improvement has lagged 

behind many other countries. The gap between women’s participation in different political power 

structures in China and in other countries has widened rather than narrowed in recent years. 
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