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Etiology and laboratory abnormalities in bacterial

meningitis in neonates and young infants
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Conclusions

Our research shows that bacterial
meningitis infrequently presents with all
normal labs tests and well appearance in
neonates and young infants. The majority of
patients have abnormalities of the blood
WBC count, with leukopenia and elevation
of the I T ratio being most common. A small
number of patients lack CSF pleocytosis,
and some have CSF WBC counts between 8
and 20 cells/uL. Though our research study
is retrospective and involves just a single
hospital system, and more research is need-
ed, we believe our results could lead to
fewer missed cases of bacterial meningitis,
and contribute to the more cost-effective
management of febrile neonates and young
infants.
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