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What’s new about New accounts? Assessing change proposals

for social and environmental accounting
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8. Concluding thoughts

The relationship between SEA and accounting is of deep concern. Is dismissing accounting from our purview a right move?
This is a question for each to answer in her or his own way(s). Abandoning accounting means sacrificing certain categorical
utilities, in return for greater apparent autonomy. It seems to me that while forty years is a long time to take to find a parent
is not all we might have wished, the emancipation-potentials of accounting remain under-explored. Part of the reason for
this is seen in a wider malaise. With Lehman (2013a), | imagine accounting does still have a role to play in the continued
life of SEA, but at present we cannot work out solutions because we cannot even see the problem - the radical separation
between the inner world of the mind and the external world has created a disenchanted world. Does meeting a generalised
condition of distanciation with more distanciation make things better or worse? To me, accounting is a key communicative
practice, with the potential to inform at much deeper levels than merely perpetuating extant power relations. Alternate
perspectives see that different orientations towards accounting (not necessarily involving abandonment) might; expose
corporate political visibility; show the limits of rational economic methodologies in corporate governance; show what is
happening in corporations as they impact on planetary eco-systems; give voice to humanity’s inner being allowing us to
hear nature’s intrinsic value; and act as a social beacon in the public interest (Lehman, 2013b: 11, 13). 1 suggest we measure
our steps carefully at this historical juncture.
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