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Mobile VLE vs. Mobile PLE: How Informal is

Mobile Learning?
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CONCLUSION

In this paper, we set out to explore whether m-learning systems and applications tended to be in the style of Virtual
Learning Environments (VLES) or Personal Learning Environments (PLES). We concluded that the major factor was the
formality of the learning, as PLEs support a range of informal activities, but VLEs tend to support more traditional
formal activities.

To undertake an analysis of systems presented at m-learn 2007, we first had to come up with a framework for formal and
informal learning, which would allow us to distinguish between the different types of formality. We have thus presented
the 4D model of formal learning, which looks at four factors within an experience to see if they are student or teacher led
(Learning Objective, Learning Environment, Learning Activity and Learning Tools).
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