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Communities of teaching practice in the workplace:

Evaluation of a faculty development programme
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Limitations of the study

It should be borne in mind that this study is not without
limitations. First of all, this study does report on teachers’ self-
perceptions and was conducted within one specific faculty that
is well-known for its innovative student-centred approach to
learning. It is not clear if the perceptions of the teachers do
indeed have a positive effect on teaching practice when
observed by other stakeholders and if the results are gener-
alizable to other faculties with more traditional teaching
contexts. Second, all the subjects in this study had finished
the FD programme only recently. Hence, no inferences can be
drawn from this study about the programme’s long-term
effects. Although we found that coaching plays an important
role, much more research is needed to explore why and how
coaching within FD programmes can enhance community
building by teachers in the workplace.
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