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Love and Marriage: Through the Lens of

Sociological Theories
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Romantic love, once something that
occurred outside of marriage, has replaced
other social benefits such as economic
stability and the formation of a nuclear
family as the basis of marriage. This change
is just one example of the transitions in the
meaning of love and marriage as well as of
the individualization and fragmentation
apparent in society today. But this is a
development that has prompted much criti-
cism. Senator Brownback’s conservative
denouncement of same-sex marriage, for
instance, and his refusal to accept functional
alternatives to the traditional nuclear family
structure has the manifest function of
attempting to protect the institution of
marriage and family as being critically func-
tional for society. However, in reality it
could be a latent attempt to return to what
Wallerstein considered to be the ritualized
and familiar practices of the past, or even to
preserve a status quo that is favorable for
Brownback’s agenda, which is not in line
with accepting changes that may be a step
in the direction of reversing the dysfunc-
tions that traditional marriage and the
nuclear family present to society in general
and to women in particular.
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