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Critical thinking, questioning and creativity as components of

intelligence
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4. Contribution of the project

Contemporary society is characterised by fast and complex change processes (Barnett, 2007) covering all spheres
of life. Consequently, learning should also be seen as a process of change. However, in a society rapidly changing
and requiring informed citizens, ‘the educational system has not changed at all’ (Correia, Valle, Dazzani & Infante-
Malachias, p.678). This project aims to contribute to this desired change, and moves beyond existing research in
three prominent respects. In addition, it will generate curriculum relevant conclusions about the effects of
implementing teaching, learning and assessment strategies to enhance critical thinking, creativity and questioning in
the university classroom.

First, the project leaves the traditional concept of intelligence and opens up a new research agenda on the notion
of intelligence. Critical thinking, creativity and questioning are seen as fundamental cognitive skills (Almeida et al.,
2010a; Barak & Dori, 2009; Chin & Osborne, 2008), and more than that, are conceived as integrant parts of
intelligence.
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