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Discussion

The upperground and the underground both rely on
entangled platforms of knowledge embedded in the city’s
fertile soil in order to connect to each other. These plat-
forms are often monitored by governmental, professional
or amateur associations, non-profit organizations, or other
collective forms, which offer places and spaces both to
the upperground and to the underground, and which regu-
larly propose new projects and events for the different ac-
tors of creativity to get together and intertwine. These
communities of the middleground play a major role in fos-
tering the dynamics of creativity. On one hand, they enable
firms from the upperground to dig in the underground
through a top-down process. On the other hand, they en-
able the individual talents of the underground to blossom

in the upperground through a bottom-up process. As such,
these communities of the middleground are not only
sources of inspiration for both the upperground and the
underground, they also are repositories of cognitive mate-
rial from which existing knowledge can be internalized
and/or externalized.
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