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A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CANCER OF STOMACH

AND TILE ABO BLOOD GROUPS
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Conclusions

The frequency of blood group A is greater and the
frequency of blood group 0 less in patients suffering from
cancer of the stomach than in the general population of the
locality in which they live. From this correlation of blood
groups and cancer of the stomach it follows that there is an
inherited element in the susceptibility or to protection
against cancer of the stomach. This inherited element is not
responsible for the known geographical differences in the
incidence of cancer of the stomach in England.The
environmental element which Stocks has postulated in the
aetiology of cancer of the stomach is more potent than
would appear from the geographical incidence of the
disease in England. It is not possible from our present data
to deduce whether the relationship between blood groups
A and 0 and cancer of the stomach is dependent upon
high- and low-incidence strains of cancer of the stomach in
the general population of Great Britain or upon some
specific effect of the antigens A and 0. In view of the
relationship with cancer of the stomach in Great Britain it
is no longer possible to regard blood groups A and 0 (in
adults) as being devoid of selective value.
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