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CONCLUDING REMARKS AND DIRECTIONS FOR
FUTURE STUDIES

Experimental NASH is strongly associated with he-
patic microsomal lipid peroxidation and accumulation
of lipid peroxides, which, at least in the ob/ob mouse,
are not features of uncomplicated hepatic steatosis.
CYP2E1 appears to be the inducible microsomal cyto-
chrome P-450 usually involved with generating micro-
somal lipid peroxidation in humans, rats, and mice.
However, it is not a unique catalyst for peroxidation of
endogenous lipids, and in special circumstances,
CYP4A enzymes can be an alternative pathway. Be-
cause factors that favor PPARa-activation are usually
operative in patients with NASH, it is now important
to determine whether CYP4A is also expressed at in-
creased levels in the liver of these patients.
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