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Urban sustainability through strategic planning: A case of

metropolitan planning in Khulna city, Bangladesh
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13. Conclusion

Strategic planning, by its principle is collaborative and flexible to address diversity of problem. But evaluating the case of
Khulna city plan it is apparent that there is no reflection of strategic planning though namely the plan is a strategic plan. By
analyzing this plan it is revealed that the age old master plan approach is still in practice. There is no effective attempt to
introduce more socially just planning approach. Observation of Khulna city plan reveals that the planning process is still
maintaining a low profile and creating the option of malpractices. It has failed to draw sufficient attention of the actors
involved and the citizenry in general to uphold its position as a necessary tool for urban development. Moreover the plan is far
away from urban sustainability. It should be revised and attempt should be made to incorporate the issues of coordination,
equity, economical viability, environmental efficiency and participation. Ultimately, it is not only necessary that planning
should respect the prevailing social, environmental, economical and political situation, but the same conditions must need to
be congenial and compatible enough to nurture and promote planning as a discipline aimed at lasting social welfare.
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