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Organizing curriculum change: an introduction
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Organizing curriculum change (OCC): The study

The OCC study emerged within this context. Haft and Hopmann (1990b) described
the German ‘curriculum commission” as a tool used primarily by Lander educational
administrations to manage ideological exchanges between the public/political and
educational/school systems. The perspective on state-based curriculum-making offered by
Haft and Hopmann opens many new questions. They are questions that demand comparisons
across times and jurisdictions. Thus, Haft and Hopmann’s formulation was embedded within
a particular body of research in Germany and in the larger frame of the German perspective
on curriculum theory and curriculum. The OCC study sought to explore the portability of
Haft and Hopmann's frame of reference by going beyond Germany to place the German
analysis within a comparative perspective. This, in its turn, opened new questions given the
recent widespread development of state-based curriculum-making. The OCC study was
centred on episodes of state-based curriculum-making in the national school systems of
Finland and Norway and sub-national (‘state’) jurisdictions in the federal states of Germany,
Switzerland and US.
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