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Ethics and Trickle-Down Economics: A Case

Study of Kansas
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Conclusion

Sam Brownback started out with the aim to prove to those who doubted him within his
state—and those who scoffed at the efficacy of trickle-down economics across
America—completely wrong. Brownback’s promised effects, as of July 2015, failed to
appear. His agenda hardly represents an anomalous attempt by a Republican governor
to prove the efficacy of supply-side economics. But he pushed the ideology to its limit—
in terms of both severity and persistence—rendering his failure particularly striking. His
relentless promotion of a system whose success remains only as an elusive, almost
mythical reality in Kansas represents a valiant effort to defend an economic theory that
comprises an integral component of modern conservatism. But its damaging effects on
Kansas’s society render his continued pursuit of this agenda unethical.
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