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From the “forgotten region” to the “great game” region:

On the development of geopolitics in Central Asia
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6. Conclusion

The collapse of the Soviet Union inevitably led to a new
era of international relations. However, 20 years later
reaching a consensus on the nature of the world we live in
seems to be far from achievable. Moreover, new conflicts
and controversies that have emerged in Central Asia and in
the entire post-Soviet world require new conceptual and
practical approaches for their effective resolution.!®

In fact, although not only widely discussed in literature,
the former Yugoslavia and the Caucasus have appeared to
be the most unstable regions in post-Communist Eurasia.
Central Asia’s advantageous geopolitical position, along
with the geo-economic benefits from oil resources, have
altered existing debates in the field of International Rela-
tions due to the myriad of developments related to these
new realities. This is particularly noticeable in Kazakhstan
and Kyrgyzstan, among other countries in this region. In
particular, Kazakhstan’s investment policy on oil reserves is
no longer considered predictable due to the geopolitics of
East and West, as well as the tensions between political and
business interests, making “the energy game as high as
ever”?%, Foreign investment policy is under alteration in the
state, once referred to by Brzezinski as to as a “black hole”
on the “global geopolitical map”, which might lead to the
new wave of international confrontations related to the
enormous foreign capital vested there.
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