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4. Discussion

The results of our study indicated that in both DLS and SLS, ACLD
patients showed an increase in %determinism and Shannon entropy
of the deterministic structure of COP time series. Regularity of COP
time series can be quantified by other non-linear tools such as
sample entropy [6] and approximate entropy [8]. These entropy
measures are conceptually and computationally dissimilar to
Shannon entropy [14]. As stated by Seigle et al. [14], sample
entropy and Shannon entropy do not necessarily provide the same
information about the complexity of COP time series. Perhaps due to

this conceptual conflict, Schmit et al. [12] has cautioned against the
use of Shannon entropy for evaluating the loss of complexity
hypothesis and acknowledged that no prediction can be made for
the effect of a given pathology on this parameter.
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