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3 Research directions

To conclude, we discuss the insights that the research in technology transfer can gain from
the finance literature. First, we start from the comparative approach that characterizes the
CCSE that hosted the 2013 conference of the Technology Transfer Society, to which this
special issue is dedicated. In Europe, there is an ongoing trend toward a concentration of
political decisions at the top of the European Union, which reduces the leeway of national
governments and politics. The importance of each country’s regions is therefore increasing
as global competition is ultimately about regional competition (Audretsch et al. 2012b).
The CCSE tries to cope with this dynamics. To improve regional competitiveness and
growth, decision-makers in politics, economics and administration should be aware of how
and why regions differ in their institutional arrangements, performance and endowments.
The guiding mission is to study the performance of markets and institutions in different
countries and regions, as well as their interrelation within the context of a global economy.
Ultimately, the intent is to learn from each other.
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