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The immune system, the brain and narcolepsy
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Although still speculative at this juncture, a
model is emerging where narcolepsy is a selec-
tive autoimmune disease. The possibility thar
unique DQB1*0602-TCR narcolepsy-causing
interactions would occur at the level of the brain
independently of autoimmunity is still possi-
ble, as the TCR locus has been shown to be
expressed in the brain [28]. However, in this case
only joining-constant unrecombined mRNA
products were found without corresponding
identification of coding products (TCRa was
not studied). Even if expressed, these truncated
proteins would not be likely to be functional
enough to interact with HLA. This, together
with the fact that neurons are unable to express
HLA class I molecules such as HLA-DQ
even under extreme stimulation (in contrast to
microglia and astrocytes, or Class [ antigens),

makes this model less likcly.
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