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A survey on wireless body area networks
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13 Conclusions

In this survey, we have reviewed the current research on
Wireless Body Area Networks. In particular, this work
presents an overview of the research on the propagation in
and on the human body, MAC-protocols, routing protocols,
QoS and security. To conclude, a list of research projects is
given and open research issues are discussed.

A WBAN is expected to be a very useful technology
with potential to offer a wide range of benefits to patients,
medical personnel and society through continuous moni-
toring and early detection of possible problems. With the
current technological evolution, sensors and radios will
soon be applied as skin patches. Doing so, the sensors will
seamlessly be integrated in a WBAN. Step by step, these
evolutions will bring us closer to a fully operational
WBAN that acts as an enabler for improving the Quality of

Life. We feel that this review can be considered as a source
of inspiration for future research directions.
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