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VII. CONCLUSION

The observation that power electronics technology may
be becoming a mature field after a lifetime of at least a
century—as many other technologies before it—was an impor-
tant motivation to critically examine the present state-of-the-
art and possible future development. In this process it is
important to understand historically how and when the original
driving philosophy for the spectacular development of power
electronics technology has come about.

On the evaluation of the state-of-the-art, it can indeed be
concluded that the historical development of power electronics
technology is approaching the limits of the most important
internal metrics of the technology in its present form. This is
a definite indication of maturity in the internal development
process. It is also clear, however, that upcoming maturity only
applies to the internal constituent technologies of power semi-
conductor switch technology and power electronic switching
network technology.
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