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In vitro fertilization (IVF) in mammals: epigenetic and developmental

alterations. Scientific and bioethical implications for IVF in humans
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Discussion

The general objective of animal reproduction research is
mainly to improve breeding, reproductive and produc-
tive efficiency in harmony with ecological challenges and
animal health [214]. For this purpose one of the essential
topic is to study the genetic and epigenetic mechanisms
that control the preimplantation embryo development
in vivo and in vitro.

From another perspective it must be pointed out that
animal studies are important to evaluate the safety of new
drugs and treatments as a previous bioethical step before
clinical trials or medical innovations are performed in
humans [215].
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