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Role of tumor-associated macrophages in human

malignancies: friend or foe?
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Accumulated data indicate the close association of TAMs

and poor prognosis in many human cancers, and TAMs, espe-
cially M2-TAMs, are thought to be a new therapeutic tar-
get2"'* Resetting macrophages phenotypes by exposing
M2 macrophages to M1 stimuli, or vice versa, can re-polarized
already differentiated macrophages.'*® For example, treat-
ments have attempted to re-polarized M2 TAMs in loco by sup-
pressing the molecules implicated in M2 differentiation
including nuclear factor-kB, STAT3, STAT6, and IFN regulatory
factor 4.148=1%0 Fyrther clarification of TAM phenotypes and
their role in individual human malignancy will provide valuable
data for developing new therapeutic strategies.
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