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Conclusion

This paper has examined the processing routes for
fabricating collagen-hydroxyapatite composites and their
effect on mechanical and biological properties. It is
possible to vary the type of collagen, the crosslinking
method and density, the porosity levels and to control the
stoichiometry and defect chemistry of the hydroxyapatite,
as well as the particle size. The volume fractions of each
component are important. Novel techniques such as solid
freeform fabrication, coupled with the additions of, for
example, growth factors mean that scaffolds made from
collagen and hydroxyapatite composites should prove
successful in the tissue engineering of hard tissues such as
bones.
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