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6 Conclusions

This article made the case for the existence of the fairness-isolation-throughput (FIT) tradeoff in distributed
database systems. The FIT tradeoff dictates that a distributed database system can pick only two of these three
properties; a system which foregoes one of these three properties can guarantee the other two. We believe that
the FIT tradeoff is also applicable to the design of multicore database systems.

Although system implementers have long treated transaction isolation and throughput as “first-class citizens”
of database design, we hope that explicitly thinking about the concept of “fairness” will help database architects
more completely understand the tradeoffs involved in building distributed database systems.
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