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Discussion

The time series analysis of satellite images suggests rapid 
deforestation in the central Menabe. Our estimates of 
deforestation rates match those of Tidd et al. (2001) for the 
region between the Tomitsy River and the Tsiribihina 
River and those of Scales (2011). Although their study 
periods are not directly comparable to ours and their forest 
definition seems to be broader than the one we applied, the 
magnitude of annual deforestation rates corresponds to our 
results (Table 3), with a general acceleration over the years 
despite the fact that forest clearance for agriculture has 
been illegal since 1987 (Décret no 87-143, 20 April 1987 
by the Ministe`re de l’Environnement, des Eaux et Foreˆts). 
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